Kitten Care |_ist

Getting Home

You nave waited a |ong time to get your l<itten iiome, and you may be ready to |ay and oucit“e, i)ut tl’iiS is just tne
Ioeginning of a rather stressful journey for l(itty. By the time you come to get tﬁem, you should have a|reai I|9et—

[
prooFed our nome and iiave a]ready purcnased: Food (NutriSource@ Grain Free Country Select), |91anl<ets anj/or a |9eci,
toys, Foo!anci water disnes, |itter Iooxes and |itter (Tidy Cats@ clumpin ) and 2-3 ciiififerent types oFscratcn pads. |Fyou nave
multiple levels in your home, you will want at least one litter box on eacE level Litty has access to, at |east 2 litter boxes on the
level Eitty will spenci most of their time, as well as 1 or 2 scratch pads/posts per level. NOTE: lifyou do not pian on using
traditional c|umping litter, you will still need to purchase some to iaegin with, then s|ow|y Ioegin to transition l(itty over to the
other litter t)y graduaHy ad(Ting more of the new Titter to the old litter every day until you are using 100% of the new litter. Cats
know their litter boxes because of the smell and texture. Using other types oﬁitter, such as wheat, pe”ets, crysta|s, paper,
etc, without properly introducing them will lead to failure - l(itty will have no clue this new substance is supposed to be their
new bathroom.

Going to a new iiome is very overwnelming and taLes some time to adjust. To Ioegin, you snould iiave a sma”-to-medium

froom witn a loe&, a litter Ioox, Foo& and water disiies, a scratcii post, and some toys ready ifor l(itten. ﬂiey siiould
spend tiie First Few days iiere, witii you visitin ifrequently,“to ge,t used to tne new sounds and sme”s. Tnis way, tney are
not comp|ete| overwhe'med |9y a |arge space they can get Iost in. A\Cter a \Cew Aays, slow|y start |ettin l(itty out to
explore wnile Toeing su ervised. You wi” need to Keep reminding l(itty Wnere ti‘ieir litter Ioox is loy piiysica%|y p]aoing
tnem in tne |90x every Eew nours For tne First 47 days. As tiiey get used to tiieir new surroundings, tiiey can come out
an& exp|ore more Oiften eacii day, eventua”y letting tnem roam as tney p|ease.

lifyou nave otner pets, tiiey siiouH |9e quarantined i[‘rom eacii otner For 10]4 da S, and siiou|ci not |9e intro&uced unti|
l(itty is comiCortaHe Witl’i tne new surroundings. For cats, nissing and grow|ing Wrien meeting otner animals is normal,
|9ut siiould stop witnin a ifew da S. Wni|e l(itty is acclimating to tiie new nome, a” otner pets snouH |9e cageA or p|ace<i
in a room while i(itty exp|ores a(one. Again, introduce i<itty very slowly, a||owing them to smell the other animal's scent
first, either tnrougn a door or gate, or with a blanket or c|otning articre the other animal has used. Then introduce them
under close supervision unti| tiey are compietely comiforta|9|e witn eacn otiier. Otner pets snouH a|so iae recent|y
tested For FelV (Feline |eul<emia) since we are HV/FeI_V—Free and do not vaccinate For tnis unless Litty Wi” Ioe going to
a teste(J positive iiome. (Please notiify us as soon as possiHe iiC your nome is FelV positive so we can achinis’ter tne
appropriate vaccines.) Two articles on introductions | iiigHy suggest reading are Blue Cross for Pets and Int | Cat Care.
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M Booster / / NEEDS [NEEDS| NEEDS
Your kitten will have had their age-appropriate rounds of Rabies (orbylaw)| y200 | %y | NEEDS|NEEDS| NEEDS

vaccinations, and wi” iae altered, ivy tne time tiiey are ready to €0 |FeLv & FIV

iiome witii you at 13-1h weel<s old. Between 16-18 wee|<s old,
l(itty wi” need tiieir Iast l(itten FVCRPC iJooster, as we” as tiieir
First Rabies vaccine. Tiie FVRCPC vaccine and Rai)ies snould iJe
given separatel , at Ieast 2-3 weel<s apart iaecause sometimes tiie nairless iJreeds wi” et a cold ai[‘ter iveing vaocinated.
At 6 montns ov[ya e (and every year tnereaifter) tney snould iiave a iiealtii cnecl(-up per%ormed ivy a veterinarian wiio is
Familiar witn tne iairless iJreeds.- see tiie I\/\/iiat to |_ool< For In A \/etI section iJelow. As a preventative measure, you
wi” also need to deworm intty every 68 montiis. We use oral cat wormer, i?ut tiiere are also topical options. Tne
ONLY topical solution tiiat is proven OK iCor nairless ivreeds is Revolution. A” otiier topicals nave caused iiarsn
reactions (especia”y to the skin) and siiould not ive used.

NOT NOT NOT NOT NOT
ADVISED | ADVISED | ADVISED |ADVISED | ADVISED

NOT NOT NOT NOT NOT
FIP ADVISED | ADVISED | ADVISED |ADVISED | ADVISED

* "Booster" = FVR + Chlamydia + Panleukopenia
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https://www.bluecross.org.uk/pet-advice/introducing-cats
https://icatcare.org/advice/how-introduce-kitten-cat

We a|so higHy suggest you screen l<itt For HCM year|y (or as recommended |9y cardiologist), starting at ] year old, as
this fatal disease can show up in as itt{e as a few months, often with no symptoms. Our adults have been tested clear,
however, it is still possilo|e for any cat/kitten to suffer from HCM at any point throughout their life.

All previous vaccinations and wormings are recorded in the Pet Health Record you’H receive with your kitten - please
base future vaccinations and procedures on the schedule and dates in the Record (pic on pg ]). Through years of
research and experience, we have come up with the Fo”owing schedule to best suit our hairless ireeds. It is%ikel different
from your vet's schedule, but is customized especially for our cats, and prevents unnecessary over-vaccinating. Wyhe section in
the Health Record labeled Vaccine Information exp|ains causes, symptoms, and vaccine effectiveness for each common cat
disease. An excerpt of this section can be found @ as well.

Among the biggest reasons for our customized schedule are: ]) most vaccines do not provide protection. This can be the result
01[‘ poor vaccine pen['ormance (HP g FeLV) lack oF risl<, or lack aneed; and 2) many vaccines actua”y induce illnesses that are
oFten worse than the disease tkey are meant to prevent, as we” as suppress the immune system, Aeoreasing their aloi|ity to
Fightli)lginrection and sicknesses oFa” l(inAs. ”Pyou'A |il<e more imformation aloout researcfw and evidenoe on this issue, Feel \Cree
to ask!

ComFort ancJ P|aytime

C|othing, super soFt \quxq‘y |9|anl<ets and |9asl<ets, pu\C\Cy be&s, heat sources (pet saFe heatin pads and Ioeds and heated |9|an|<ets
with controlred heat) are a” ver much appreciated lﬂy your hair|ess ba|9y. When using clotiing (sweaters, shirts, etc.), Iae sure
to change them dai|y to avoid oih?uildup and skin reactions. Hairless cats also love to p|ay. Cat trees and toys are a must, but
don't have to expensive. We find our cats actua”y preFer a stack of cardboard boxes over Fancy kitty tents , which is a p|us,
because they are inexpensive and if kitty feels the need to be destructive and bite and claw at somet ing, they don't get in
trouble for (foing it to the box! Hairless ﬁreeds love to climb and to be in the sun, so if you are able to make (or |9uy) a l(itty
she”‘: placing it near tke top o{:a window (one with no dralfts, please!) Wi” mal(e it one oF l(itty's Favorite places!

Feeding

Hairless breeds also have a hig,ner metabolism because of their need to l<ee|9 warm, so they eat more than an average cat.
Because oFthis, we highly suggest you free-feed Litty (give unlimited access to dry food at all times). Always rovide premium
Ary cat \Cood and Fresh water at a” times. Although we Feed a raw meat diet throughout the Aay, we also |eave r Food out For
tkem to eat. We use, and LNEHy suggest NutriSource@ Grain Free Country Se]ect recipe, Ioecause it‘s easy on tr\eir digestive
system and high in protein. *NOTE |$you c{o not Feed the same Food they are used to, or sudden|y switch Foods at any time,
tkey will most likel get diarrhea until their system readjusts to the new food. So, if you do not wish to continue Feeding what
tkey are on, you wiﬁ need to switoh them to trwe new Iorand s|ow|y, gradua”y ad&ing more O\Cthe new Iorand every couple Aays
until you are Feeding 100% of the new brand.

As l(ittens, we Feed aloout VZ can oF soFt \Coo& 2-3 times (Jaily until they are alaout 4.5 months o|d; then reduce to 1-2 times
dai]y From 6-9 months o|d; and then c{own to | time every 1.2 days From then on. We never Iimit the amount ordry \Cood
provided, and a|ways kave it availalole For our cats.

Dhq:erent hairless cats have diFFerent |oody lﬁuiHs. Some are more lau”< and p|ump, While others can be Iean and more atMetic;
however, your cat shoulcl not lae too |oony (some hea|tl1y catls |9acl< an!hip bones may even show, |9ut never their Who[e ri|9 cage
or full shoulder blade).

IFkitty seems to be heavy or overweight, limit or cut the wet food from their diet. If that doesn't fix the issue, you can limit
their !ry Food, however, an adult hair%ess cat should never be offered less than 2 cups per day oFgrain—Free Food, or 3 cups per
day oF other dry {:ood, and a kittenls dry Food should never Ioe |imited.

****Raisins, grapes, onions, and chocolate are all poisonous to both cats and dogs, s0 be sure

to |<eep these thinés out of reach from your pets.****
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http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d95a07_adeb49f84cdd4588bd5ab810508de0d8.pdf

Grooming
Since the haitless have very little hair to absorb Eody ols, they have to be bathed, usua”y at least once every 2-3 weeks. You
can use any kind of mild laaty or sensitive cat shampoo. We also suggest thorougH ruloloing coconut oil all over them before
their bath, as it ,nelps to loosen dirt and oil. Just be sure to rinse l(itty pro er|y or trwey will attract more dirt than normall If
our hailess gets dirty in between baths, you can wipe them down with a fragrance-free laaloy wipe or a warm, damp cloth. Our
Kittens start havin |9i—weel<|y baths at about b weeks of age. And even thoug hairless have very little hair, they still lick and
groom tkemselves %and otherthings) |il<e any other cat! ﬂwis means they can get ,nairloaHs From things |il<e their |9|anl<ets and
c|othing or other animals.

Lars

ﬂxe hairlessI ears also need to |9e c|eaned, typica“ ona weeHy |9asis. Using a pet ear c|eaner made \Cor cats or suds From their
Ioath, wi” help Aissolve Airt and waxy |9ui|d-up in tKeir ears. First, clean the outer ear ently with a cotton laa” an& the c|eaner
(or warm water), then move to the inner ear with a \Cew Q-tips aan o|eaner. Be very djicate, as the instruments near where you
must o|ean are quite sensitive.

Eyes

ﬂxe hairless Ioreec{s also lacl(s eye|ashes, which can resu|t in dirt and lgoop' in the corners ortheir eyes. ﬂﬂs can sometimes
cause the eyes to |ool< refJ and irritated. Use a c|ean soFt \/\{ashcloth with warm waterI and gent]y wipe the cats eyes and Face.
Only use a o|ean cloth With \Cresh o|ean water For your cats eyes and Face $0 you don t spread any Ioaoteria or inFection into
tkem.

Nails

To he|p prevent damage to your furniture and be|ongings, the nails need to be kept c|ipped and clean. Just like a doi's nails, if

you clip a cat's nails too short, it will cause them pain and discomfort, and will sometimes bleed. Pay attention to where the
quick is, and do not cut or file |9eyond it. Nail covers are also an option. We usually use an infant nail clipper -its quick and
easy. We at MN Spkynx DO NOT condone declawing, and grohiloit the declawing ogany cat purchased from us. Dirt can also
stick to l<itty|s claws. IF this happens, simp'y extend the nail and wipe it ofFwith a wet towel, or scrape it ofFwith your nail.

What to l_ool< For |n A Vet For Your hairless

Through persona| experience, we've found that even the most skilled Veterinarian may not be the best choice for your hairless.
l]fthey don't have considerable first-hand experience treating and evaluating hairless, or aren't wi”ing to research and/or
consu|t With another vet, they may misdiagnose or or&er unnecessary tests. V\/e persona”y spent over $BOO on unnecessar
|a|9 tests Iaeoause the vet we previously used was convinced Gi”y ha mites and an imfection Ioecause ear wax was not Inorm;r'
For cats. When a” O\Cthe tests resu|ts came loac|< normal an& kea|thy, an& the vet sti” relfuse& to aclmowleage that there are
some things that are 'Ahflferentl aloout hair]ess, we changeA vets.

A \Cew things that area |9it dhflferent From other cats:

[ ] Metabohsm - hair|ess| metabo|ize about twice as Fast as other cat breeds. ﬂwis not on]y mealns therl require more hard
Food, |9ut also that their boc{y Aispenses oF me(Jications and otherlsupp|erlnents juicker than norma (For examp]e, a
hairless will recover and wake up from |9eing sedated far before a typica| cat wi I)
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® Bonding - although there are alslo a few other cat breeds that enjoy human companions, a hairless will actua”y become
|one|y and depressed hfthey don't get enough bonding time with their Family.

o [ars- |Fyou Ioring your hairless to a vet who is unfamiliar with this breed, and their ears are even a little bit dirty, they
will |il<e|y diagnose them with ear mites. 99% of the time, this is NOT the case, it is just that the wax produced in the
hair|essI ears, along with dirt and oi| From t,ne sldn, mal(es it darker (almost Hacl() than wax From other |9reeds oF cats.
Ear mites are accompanied by scratching and itching and Ioumps on the skin.

° Eyes - Again, if your vet is not familiar with the haitless breed, they will prolaaloly chagnose the normal Ieakage as
conjunctivitis. Hairless breeds usua”y do not have eye|ashes, S0 Ieye boogers' are normal, and can just be cleaned with
a lﬁalay wipe or wet towel. Eye mucus and occasional leaking is normal and should be gel—like and either clear or slightly
brownish. If the disc,narge becomes excessive, cloudy or yj|ow, or very runny, then seek medical attention.

® Nose - Since hairless often lack a signhficant amount of nose hairs, tkey can sometimes sneeze more than other cats.
Sneezing, alone, is nothing to be concerned about, unless it's severe|y a{:{:ecting their breathing. |aneezing is
accompanied |9y irritated eyes, a runny nose, a rash, or other symptoms, l(itty should be examined Ey a vet.

® Susceptiloihty  hairless' immune systems natura“y have a lower tolerance than other cats; add their sensitivity to
temperature change, and this puts them at a higher risk for illness. As a general precaution, we have designed a
Vaccine Schedule (pg ]) to minimize the stress and immune system suppression caused loy vaccinations, while sti”
giving them the protection they need.

l]fyou have ané questions or concerns, please Fee| Free to contact usl Our vet, Dr. Tami Bauer, has Ioeen worldnE with us For

over 6 years. he is availalole at 507-45]-8]53, and ske can also answer any questions you (Ol’ your vet) may nave.

Most importantly...Enjoy your new Fami|y memloer!

- L|yssa & Andy
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